Of Mice and Men: Impacts of Adversity

The objective of this unit is to use John Steinbeck’s novella (short novel) to analyze how American literary
characters cope with adversity. Use this chart to organize examples of adversity that each character
experiences, what page that example is found on, how that example impacts the character, and the outcome of
the character’s situation. Remember, characters can share the same type of adversity but the impacts and
outcomes are (most of the time) different. Also, some outcomes are not revealed until the end of the story.

Character Adversity Example & Impact Page Outcome

Lennie

George

Candy

Curley’s wife

Crooks

Curley

Slim




